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About The Project

This exhibition is part of a larger research project, entitled 'Being and Becoming Female in the Malay World: Interrogating and
Curating the Photo-Archives of Early Singapore', funded by the National Heritage Board’s Heritage Research Grant (HRG) scheme.
The project team consists of Associate Professor Dr Maznah Mohamad, Dr Suriani Suratman, Dr Imran Tajudeen (all from the

Malay Studies Department, NUS) and Associate Professor Dr Bahar Giirsel, from the Department of History of Middle East Technical
University (METU), Ankara, Turkey.

How to use this website

ArtsEquator Ltd. is the host of the online exhibition. Tusitala is the web developer.
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The research aims to study how gender and race have been visually depicted in the history of the Malay world, comprising present-
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is to think of them as a powerful visual means through which the identity categories of gender, ethnicity, class and religion are Of Femininities in the Ma]ay World Thr OU.gh 50 Images researchers.

represented through the hegemonic scheme of ordering. Another is that the female and gendered bodies are specifically -
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Racialisation and feminisation are thus constitutive of the power of divide and differentiation through photography. An enduring

gendered and racialised ‘Otherness’ may thus be sustained and reproduced, unless and until they can be interrogated and undone,
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even if through a single frame of the camera.
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Being and Becoming: Of Femininities in the Malay World Through 50 [mages engages with collections of archival photographs, postcards
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present-day Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia. In examining thousands of images of women located in the Malay world (of various Related Post
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Theories of visual representations underscore how photographic images have been used as a medium to authenticate naming, r |
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classification, framing and identification. When the camera was first invented, its use in this region was also instrumentalised as a ol e A

form of colonial power to create, maintain and circulate a certain representation of subjectivity, refracted through the lenses of /
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gender, ethnicity, class and place. Yet, the endurance of these same photographic images today also affords us the possibility of

uncovering the workings of power and structural violence behind them

ACTIVITY ACTIVITY ACTIVITY
Indonesia Indonesia Surabaya
¢.1900 circa 1900 1905 -1906
Collection of National Gallery Collection of National Gallery Southeast Asian & Caribbean Images
Singapore Singapore (KITLV)
MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION INTERACTION
CONSULTED ONLINE ARCHIVES What does this image of a Javanese woman in white, surrounded COMPARE AND CONTRAST INTERACTION
by native plants and in a studio setting make you think of? : i :
san Civilisations Museum Which of these two travel posters is a better representation of RESULTS
ambridge Digital Library hitps:/icud] tb.cam ac.ukf Commodification of exotica. Malaya in your opinion? > The exhibition was visited by 1,396 users, with a total of
MNational Archives of Singapore hitps:/www.nas gov.sg/archivesonline/ 17’000 page VleWS betW een 12 May _ 2 4 August 2022 (G OOgle
' - G N A— - gl Wealth of Javanese culture. £ .
Mational Gallery Singapore Roots hitps://www.roots gov.sg ;,—)“ An al ytl C S) .

MNational Chidlren's Museum Roots https://www roots_gov.sg/

» The majority of visitors were from Malaysia, followed by
Singapore and the United States.

» There were a total of 964 MCQ interactions, 1316 Compare and
Contrast interactions and 569 open-ended interactions. Six
publicly curated exhibitions were approved on the website.
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